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Chairperson’s Report
As Chair of St Paul’s Youth Forum it gives me great pleasure to provide you with our annual report for
2018/2019.
I have been struck with the continued outstanding work, commitment and passion from our volunteers
and staff members. Our organisation continues to provide a community base for young people, their
families and the wider community, in North East Glasgow and beyond. We are privileged to have so many
supporters, funders and volunteers as without this our work would not be possible. I firmly believe our
work with young people provides a route to learning life long skills which prepares them for their futures
ahead.
Our base at St Pauls Parish Church in Provanmill, Glasgow provides excellent facilities in a central location
within our local community and I am extremely grateful for the generosity of the church for the use of this
must needed space.
I look forward to continuing working with the young people, volunteers and staff in the coming year.
Scott Stewart
Chair
St. Paul’s Youth Forum

Spheres
BLACKHILL ON BIKES
Empowers young people by teaching them how to ride and
repair bikes themselves, addressing feelings of isolation due to
the lack of access to public transportation or private vehicles.
Bikes boost independence by enabling the youth to engage in
activities and opportunities outside the vicinity of the
community.

BOLT FM
Scotland’s longest running youth led radio station. Aims to
connect communities, promote local services, and enhance
various skills of the youth by empowering young people to own
and operate their own radio station.

BLACKHILL’S GROWING
A community growing project with multitude of community
benefits. Produce is used for consumption by the participants,
tacking food poverty, promotes entrepreneurship to helps raise
funds, and contributes to the mental health and overall wellbeing of individuals through environment and animal care.

DIVERSIONARY PROJECTS / CLUBS
Variety of youth groups providing young people an avenue to
meet other young people, alleviate boredom, and divert their
energies from youth crime and anti-social behaviour, progressing
from a social space to a platform for social change.

On Bikes
At Smithycroft Secondary School funding from the CCF has
meant that we were able to install another cargo
container, this time at the school itself. This cargo
container has been transformed into a Bike Hub, able to
store 25 bikes and have space for a workshop stocked with
everything pupils need to fix, maintain and build their
bikes. The outside of the hub has been decorated by pupils
with the help of community Artist Josie Vallely to stunning
effect. Bikes, used only a couple of times were salvaged
from the skip at East Bank Academy. This has mean that
pupils can build their own bike with the help of Jonny. This
has meant pupils at Smithycroft can upcycle a bike to
something which is worth approx. £200 - which is then
there’s to keep, to cycle to and from school. At the school,
we are now able to offer lunch time maintenance classes
as well as after school led rides and a bike elective as part
of the curriculum.
We have re-branded to become On Bikes. This helps in
working with different communities who want their
name on the Project, for example, ‘Smithy On Bikes’ or
St Phil’s OnBikes’. We have also been working to secure
funding from other organizations such as Cycling UK
and Cycling Scotland.Working with Glasgow City
Council has mean that we were able to put cycle
parking outside SPYF and at the school at Smithycroft –
these facilities are well used! We have offered led rides
and workshops as part of the Summer Club and wider
SPYF events, which of course we love!
Thanks to the volunteers, staff and mainly the young
people – 2017/18 has been a great year for On Bikes.
Climate Change is at the forefront of the news and rightly
so. It is young people leading the fight against this. Our
small project can hopefully empower young people to
grow and make a positive impact to themselves, their
communities and the world whilst feeling valued, and
cared for.

October 2017 – September 2018 was a year of
expansion and success for the Bike Project. We were
funded by the Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) to
continue our work at St Philomena’s Primary School
until the end of March. In this time, we established a
fantastic working relationship which holds us in good
stead to this day. We were able to begin Bikeability
training at the school and also offer our services at the
Blackhill On Bikes hub just along the road at SPYF.
Thanks to the talents of the wider SPYF team we were
able to secure another 2 years of core funding from the
CCF. This is to work with Smithycroft Secondary School
where many of the young people to use the SPYF
services attend school. The aim of the project is to get
young people and families to change from using the
car (especially for short journeys) to ‘actively travelling’
- either walking or cycling. As part of the project we
were able to hire Jonny Biles, a qualified and
experienced Bike Mechanic with a background in youth
and community work.
Jonny’s expertise has mean that the Wednesday Drop
In sessions at the Blackhill On Bikes hub have grown to
be a successful place where people in the community
can use to talk all things bikes (and anything else!)
With donations from ng Homes Jonny has been able to
work with young people to ‘Upcycle’ bikes, saving
them from the skip! These bikes can then be given out
to people on the community with the knowledge that
we will always be here to help them in their cycling
journey! Furthermore, the skills young people are
learning can be used to help and nurture their
community!

Bolt FM
Bolt FM was working in two new primary schools, Royston and
Alexandra Parade from October 2017. As well as our regular
work in communities across the North-East and work in
Whitehill Secondary and Smithycroft Secondary.
At the same time the Media for Social Good project had begun.
We accepted nominations from across the North-East for young
people to take part in the trip to Zambia to make a radio
documentary. The successful applicants were informed and
meetings were arranged to bring the young people together and
plan for the project.

Successful new partnerships were
formed with outside organisations
and communities, including
Ashton Secondary School which
marked a first for Bolt FM
delivering radio training to several
classes in the fantastic Additional
Support Needs School.

We were fortunate to have
invaluable volunteers join us
during this period including
current trustee Eilidh McMillan
and Erin Hail, who have both now
went on to study community
development at institutions for
further study.

The trip to Zambia was a transformative
experience for the young people involved. We
created a radio documentary to reflect some of
what we learned about media and its role in
reflecting the achievements of communities in
society. The young people involved went on to
plan fundraising for the projects they visited and
remain active contributors to Bolt FM.

The 2018 broadcast was a big
success with large numbers of
young people involved and
countless individual
achievements. Not least the
10,000 views amassed by our
three young presenters’ Friday
night show.

Blackhill’s Growing
This year has seen Blackhill’s Growing engaging with even more people,
running even more activities and having even more fun! Our weekly
Thursday growing sessions continued to run year-round, with a break over
the winter from November to February. Due to popular demand we started
running sessions on Sundays over the summer to enable even more people
to join in. These have been very well attended and are now more popular
than the Thursday sessions. We also continued to work in partnership with
the Molendinar Family Learning Centre, offering weekly sessions in growing
and outdoor learning for the 3-5 year old age group.
Our poultry-keeping went from strength to strength this year. We hatched
more chickens, which were very popular with all groups at St Paul’s, and built
a new chicken run with a group of keen volunteers. Our Community
Christmas dinner featured home-reared turkeys – a first for St Paul’s!
In other areas of the garden, we have upgraded our security cameras and
installed a new ramp between the bottom and middle polytunnel. Both
these things should improve the security and safety of the garden in the
future.

Our Community Meals continued every
Tuesday, with a gradual rise in numbers
from around 15-20 per week to around
35 per week over the course of the year.
Joining Fareshare has significantly
reduced the cost of ingredients for our
meals and the weekly giveaway of the
surplus is a welcome addition to the
evening for folk attending.

Our popular Pizza Night continued
to see 15-20 visitors every
Thursday, with a much-improved
set-up: a new oven covered by a
new gazebo built by staff and
volunteers, topped off with a new
flu to take the smoke out of the
back courtyard. We hope that this
will enable Pizza Night to continue
into the winter despite any poor
weather.

We also put on a Dignified Burns
Night assisted by a group of
Korean visitors through the
Church of Scotland, catered for
the 6 week SPYF Summer Holiday
Club serving over 1500 meals,
and continued to run our popular
Veg Barra 3 times per week
including continuing to provide a
Barra for the SRG group’s
Wednesday Lunch Club.

Organisational Structure

Milestones and Achievements

97%
St. Paul’s Youth Forum works with around
300+ children, young people, and
community members a week in Provanmill,
with a further 700+ in areas nearby. Their
programmes have enabled many young people
to become leaders, created employment, and
have trained many people in the community
who would otherwise never had any training.

Total reduction on youth crime in a span of
10 years (2006-2016) according to Police
Scotland’s statistics. As a result of this, the
community is a safer place. More importantly as a
direct result of the work of SPYF, young people
don’t start their lives off with a criminal record,
thus enabling them to get a job and feel part of a
community.

PARTNERS for change
St. Paul’s Youth Forum is grateful for the generous financial support of the organisations who make
their work possible. These resources are used to fund the operational expenses and the hard-working
staff of SPYF.

Grants
Climate Challenge Fund £113,237
Glasgow City Council £71,087
Together for a change £20,000
BBC Children in Need £31,025
Scottish Government FFTF £22,696
VAV Summer food programme £16,031
Cycle Scotland £15,203
Cashback for Communities £1,988
Others (under £1,000) £5,055
Donations £2,636
Total £298,958
Charitable Income
Glasgow Life £16,115
Erasmus+ £11,676
Veg barra income £4,065
Total £31,856
Grand Total Income £330,814

Expenditure
Wages £162,627
Activities and trips £52,236
Equipment £28,656
Rent £8,850
Travel and Transport £9,330
Training £3,820
Depreciation £4,500
Miscellaneous £17,295
Total Spend £287,314
Reserves
Restricted £29,511
Unrestricted £29,897

Volunteers:
Stephanie Collins, Chris Lynas, June Murphy, Maureen McFadyen, Carol Gibson, Nicole
McCurry, Nicole Love, Danni Avey, Neron Monzele, Rachel King, Ahmed Abbas, Salih Alnouer,
Stephen Usher, Erin Hail, Susan McMullen, Jake Crawley, Margaret McPhilemy, Ceejay Harvie,
Calum McVeigh, Anna Cierniaksliva, Iain Clift, Michaela McDaid, Gab Kintanar.
Trustees:
Scott Stewart, Heather Usher, Marion Hughes, Lorraine Towns, Hazel Williamson, Neil
Young, Ross McFarlane, Lara Skivington, Reece Anderson, Eilidh McMillan.

Staff:
Darren Rennie, Marc Smith, Gerard Martin, Jennifer Kerr, Mel Hall,
Joe Lowit, Ben Raw, Jonny Biles, Aidan Diamond, Mark Chambers,
Kairos Pakleppa, Chris Priestly,

Contact Us
St. Paul’s Youth Forum SCIO
Scottish Charity Number SCO42570
30 Langdale St. Provanmill
Glasgow, G33 1DL
Phone: 0141 770 8559
Web: www.stpaulsyouthforum.co.uk

